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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR YOUNG'S CONVERSATION WITH PRESIDENT OF NIGER 
KOUNTCHE 

1 . SUMMARY: AMBASSADOR YOUNG MET LATE FEBRUARY 8 WITH PRESIDENT OF 
NIGERI SAYNI KOUNTCHE. IN RESPONSE TO AMBASSADOR YOUNG'S REQUEST FOR 
KOUNTCHE'S VIEWS ON THE U.S. ROLE IN AFRICA, THE PRESIDENT SAID 

THE SITUATION ON THE CONTINENT WAS ALARMING AND "DISQUIETING." 

AMONG THE SERIOUS PROBLEMS FACING AFRICA, HE LISTED THE SAHARA, 

THE HORN. RHODESIA AND SOUTH AFRICA. KOUNTCHE SAID AFRICA EXPECTS 
THE U.S. TO USE ITS INFLUENCE TO HELP AFRICANS SOLVE THESE PROBLEMS. 
MOREOVER, AFRICA LOOKS TO THE U.S. FOR SUPPORT OF ITS ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. AT THE MEETING WITH PRESIDENT KOUNTCHE, 10 PM, FEBRUARY 8 IN 
KADUNA, AMBASSADOR YOUNG ASKED HIM FOR HIS VIEWS OF THE ROLE THE 
U.S. MIGHT PLAY IN AFRICA. (ALSO PRESENT WERE U.S. AMBASSADOR TO 
NIGER, CHARLES A. JAMES, AND DENNIS KEOGH WHO SERVED AS 
INTERPRETER.) KOUNTCHE SAID THAT HE SAW SERIOUS PROBLEMS 
FACING AFRICA WHICH HE FOUND EXTREMELY DISQUIETING. HE SAID 
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THEY INCLUDED THE WESTERN SAHARA PROBLEM, THE HORN, RHODESIA 
AND SOUTH AFRICA. 

3. TURNING TO THE RHODESIA QUESTION, KOUNTCHE SAID THE PRINCIPAL 
PROBLEM IS HOW TO RECONCILE THE DIFFERENCES AMONG THE VARIOUS 
NATIONALIST GROUPS. THIS MUST BE SETTLED SOMEHOW. KOUNTCHE 
THOUGHT THAT PRESSURE FROM THE U.S. AND WESTERN EUROPE COULD 
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TOPPLE THE SMITH REGIME RAPIDLY BECAUSE RHODESIA DOES NOT HAVE 
THE CAPACITY TO BE TRULY ECONOMICALLY INDEPENDENT. 

4. KOUNTCHE DID NOT BELIEVE THAT MAJOR WESTERN INTERVENTION 
WOULD BE REQUIRED IN SOUTH AFRICA. HE DID THINK THAT THE 
PROBLEM PROBABLY CAN BE RESOLVED BY ITSELF, BUT WITH SOME 
PRESSURE FROM OUTSIDE THE COUNTRY. ESPECIALLY IN THE ECONOMIC 
SPHERE. HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE CAPE WAS OF GREAT STRATEGIC 
IMPORTANCE FOR THE SURVIVAL OF THE WESTERN WORLD. AND HE AGREED 
THAT THIS SHOULD BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION. 

5. THE PROBLEM IN THE HORN OF AFRICA KOUNTCHE SAID CONCERNED 
ETHIOPIA AND DJIBOUTI. ETHIOPIA IS CONCERNED THAT ONCE 
DJIBOUTI GAINS INDEPENDENCE IT WILL LOSE ITS STRATEGIC 
CORRIDOR TO THE SEA. SOMALIA WOULD FIND IT DIFFICULT TO 
AVOID INVOLVING ITSELF IN DJIBOUTI AFTER THE FRENCH LEAVE. 

THE PROBLEM WAS EXACERBATED BECAUSE ERITREA, WHICH IS 
STRUGGLING FOR INDEPENDENCE SUPPORTED BY ARAB 
COUNTRIES, BLOCKS ETHIOPIA'S OTHER ROUTE TO THE SEA. 

ETHIOPIA IS UNLIKELY TO AGREE TO INDEPENDENCE FOR ERITREA. 

6. ON THE WESTERN SAHARA, KOUNTCHE SAID THE PEOPLE OF SAHARA 
COULD FIND THEIR OWN SOLUTION, BUT THE HISTORICAL CONFLICTS 
OF THE MEDITERRANEAN BASIN WERE SPILLING OVER INTO THAT 
TERRITORY. EVEN THE CANARY ISLANDS WERE BECOMING INVOLVED 
IN MEDITERRANEAN RIVALRIES. BEYOND ALL OF THESE TERRITORIES 
WAS THE REAL STAKE IN THE GAME: NIGERIA. SEVERAL 

MAJOR POWERS HAVE AN INTEREST IN THE PATH NIGERIA TAKES. 
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7. KOUNTCHE SAID AFRICA EXPECTS THAT THE U.S. WILL BECOME 
INTERESTED IN THE CONTINENT FOR THE BENEFIT OF AFRICA. THE 
U.S. SHOULD NOT REGARD AFRICA AS A PRIVATE HUNTING GROUND 
NOT TO BE DISTURBED. IF THE WEST DOESN'T INTEREST ITSELF, THE USSR 
OR CHINA WILL BECOME MORE INVOLVED AND MORE INFLUENTIAL HERE. 
NIGER WAS GRATEFUL FOR U.S. ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE IN THE PAST. 

IT WAS NOT ENOUGH, HOWEVER, TO ASSIST IN ONLY TIME OF 
CRISIS. THE U.S. SHOULD HELP AFRICA TO DEVELOP ITSELF. 

FINALLY KOUNTCHE SAID THAT AFRICANS HOPE THE NEW ADMINISTRATION 
WILL CONSULT CLOSER WITH THEM SO THAT AFRICA WILL NOT 
FEEL CUT OFF FROM THE WEST. THE NEW ADMINISTRATION SHOULD 
TAKE CAREFULLY CONSIDERED BUT FIRMLY HELD POSITIONS ON WORLD 
ISSUES, AND GIVE ITS MORAL SUPPORT TO AFRICAN CAUSES. 

8. AMBASSADOR YOUNG RESPONDED THAT HE HAD TALKED TO 

20 AFRICAN LEADERS IN THE PAST TEN DAYS, BUT KOUNTCHE HAD 
MENTIONED SOME NEW PROBLEMS. FOR WHICH YOUNG WAS VERY 
GRATEFUL. ON THIS TRIP, HE HAD BEEN FOCUSSING PRINCIPALLY 
ON SOUTHERN AFRICA BUT KOUNTCHE HAD HELPED HIM TO UNDERSTAND 
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THE INTER-RELATIONSHIPS OF ALL AFRICAN PROBLEMS. YOUNG 
PROMISED TO REPORT ON KOUNTCHE'S VIEWS TO PRESIDENT CARTER. 

HE SAID HE WOULD STAY IN CONTACT WITH NIGER 

THROUGH THE NIGER AMBASSADOR IN THE U.S. AND AMBASSADOR 

JAMES, ONE OF OUR BEST REPRESENTATIVES IN AFRICA. 
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